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Two air monitors will be installed near the Peace Bridge next week, and testing should begin in early September, according to
the state Department of Environmental Conservation.

Monitors will be placed upwind of the bridge plaza in the southwest corner of Front Park, and downwind at Busti Avenue and
Vermont Street.

Testing of air quality around the Peace Bridge has long been sought by community advocates, who cite reports of higher asthma
rates on the West Side. The state agreed to test the air and enforce idling restrictions for trucks, at the same time that Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo has exhibited a keen interest in moving forward with an expanded plaza.

The monitoring is starting a little behind schedule. An announcement in July indicated that air monitoring would begin this
week.

A representative from the Clean Air Coalition of Western New York, which has been outspoken in its criticism of Cuomo, said the
DEC has been responsive to the group's concerns and that the agency has made assurances that the Buffalo and Fort Erie Public
Bridge Authority will not be involved in collecting or disseminating the air monitoring data.

The authority will install electricity to support the air monitoring equipment, and the DEC will install and operate the monitors.

"While we're pleased this is moving forward, monitoring doesn't reduce emissions," said Erin Heaney, executive director of the
coalition.

The coalition and the University at Buffalo will install their own monitors at other West Side locations.

Joseph A. Gardella Jr., a professor of chemistry at UB, met with Heaney and the DEC to discuss the monitoring.

"Given the resources that are available, it's an appropriate plan to get information," Gardella said.

But Kathleen Mecca, who lives on Columbus Parkway near the bridge, wonders how the information will affect any of the
bridge's operations, given the governor's support of the plaza expansion.

"It's too little, too late," Mecca said. "What is the point of doing this now?"

Prior studies have already shown the high rates of asthma for people around the bridge, she said.

The DEC will test for fine particulate matter and black carbon, and the information will be posted online as it is collected. DEC
officials will measure the results against national air quality standards and explain their findings when each monitoring period
ends.

The testing will occur in two six-month phases, one before the plaza is expanded, and one after, according to DEC spokeswoman
Lisa King.

The DEC will examine the results to determine if there are reductions in air pollution after construction.

Information gathered by the DEC will also be released in Spanish, the agency said.

jterreri@buffnews.com

Comments

There are no comments on this story.
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16 Fields Ave

$72,000
3 bed, 1.0 bath, 1,098 sqft
Single Family Residential

Well cared for 3 bedroom Tri-level.
New floors in living room, newer
windows in lr ...
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$64,900 - 136 Victoria Ave. 1,424 sqft, 3 bed, 1.0 bath
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