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An intractable issue that has frustrated Buffalonians for years took a big step toward resolution Friday, when lawmakers
announced the state is acquiring the last piece of property needed to expand the Peace Bridge Plaza.

 Lt. Gov. Robert Duffy, flanked by nearly a dozen lawmakers, said construction of a new plaza – the latest of several steps
announced in relatively short order – is now on the horizon after years of delay.

  Unless a lawsuit filed against the Peace Bridge Authority succeeds in sidetracking the demolition of eight homes on Busti
Avenue for the expanded plaza, lawmakers said the project – a priority of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo – will now move inexorably
forward. 

  “This is a big day,” Duffy said, predicting the enlarged plaza would eliminate 80 percent of bridge congestion, including the
idling trucks whose diesel fumes spew cancer-causing pollution into the air that also contributes to the West Side’s high levels of
asthma.

  “The Peace Bridge has been talked about in this community for two and a half decades, and there is no tangible evidence of any
progress,” Rep. Brian Higgins, D-Buffalo, said in a sobering assessment of the second biggest border crossing between the United
States and Canada.

  “This project doesn’t need a finish, it needs a start, and the announcement today – the clearing of the physical obstacles for the
expansion of the Peace Bridge project, the clearing of the bureaucratic obstacles – represents a major start.”

  Higgins worked with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to permit the Peace Bridge Authority to
purchase $8 million in outstanding liens at the Episcopal Church Home for $1 million at an Aug. 15 HUD auction, helping to
make Friday’s announcement possible.

  Higgins, like the other speakers, praised Cuomo for helping break the plaza logjam. He said the governor had, similarly,
asserted himself in a constructive way to advance development of Buffalo’s waterfront, which is now undergoing significant
change after decades of little or no progress.

The announcement was not expected to alter the views of those who believe only removing truck traffic from the bridge will
improve the health of West Side residents, or that the state should wait to see the results from upcoming air testing near the
bridge before committing to continued truck traffic.

  “There are peer-reviewed studies by well-respected physicians and researchers that already demonstrate the emissions from
the Peace Bridge are poisoning people in this neighborhood,” said Bob Holden, who lives on Columbus Parkway. “There is
abundant evidence to show they should be removing the trucks. Dangerous emissions don’t belong in a densely populated,
historic neighborhood.”

  Some preservationists, as represented by the lawsuit by Campaign for Greater Buffalo’s History, Architecture & Culture, also
contend demolishing eight homes in the Prospect Hill neighborhood to make way for the plaza – including the city-landmarked
1863 Col. S.H. Wilkeson House – is too high a price to pay.

  The 1866 Episcopal Church Home & Affiliates, whose seven acres are bounded by Rhode Island and Niagara streets and Busti
Avenue, and includes the city-landmarked Thornton Memorial Hall and Hutchinson Memorial Chapel, is now expected to be the
site for the relocated duty-free store.

  Sam Hoyt, chairman of the Peace Bridge Authority, defended the move as necessary to preserve a “significant revenue
generator” that helps the authority keep tolls at their current level.

  Duffy said he hopes demolition won’t be far off.

  “There will be an analysis of the environmental issues that have to be resolved [first],” he said, noting discussions have begun
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with federal and state environmental officials to determine what is legally required.

  “Our hope is to start taking down that eyesore, putting people to work and opening up this plaza,” Duffy said. “I can’t give you a
date but can say there will be no unnecessary delays. It’s full speed ahead.”

  The announcement follows the city’s transfer earlier this month of the Busti homes to the Peace Bridge Authority for
demolition.

  It also was announced that two air monitors near the Peace Bridge will begin testing air quality in September, which community
residents have sought  for years as neighborhood asthma rates soared. The governor also pledged to enforce restrictions on
idling trucks.

 “Leaving the plaza as it was was never a solution to the problem,” said Niagara Council Member David Rivera, who spoke out
two months ago against the state’s inaction at a rally called by an environmental group, but is now satisfied with the governor’s
response to health and environmental concerns.

 “If we’re saying there is poor air quality, then we have to do something about it,” Rivera said. “Expanding the plaza, moving
traffic quickly and not idling on the bridge was part of the solution. We are happy and encouraged that the state has reached a
critical point in terms of this project and is moving forward into the future.”

Also, state and federal officials are lobbying the federal Department of Homeland Security to approve a preclearance pilot
program in Canada for trucks coming into the United States as another way to speed up traffic.

“This is just the first of several announcements towards the goal of realizing real and tangible progress towards the expansion of
the Peace Bridge,” Higgins said.

For Episcopal Church Home & Affiliates, the resolution was a long time coming after being held captive to uncertainty as plans
for a new bridge and a plaza expansion left it, like the neighborhood, in limbo.

msommer@buffnews.com
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After more than 30 years of study, planning and discussion, how can it be anything but great?

JACK SAVIOLA, BUFFALO, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 11:42 AM

Hear, hear Charles.

LOU BORDONARO, BUFFALO, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 10:57 AM

So, is it a news story or an editorial that opens with a statement that "An intractable issue that has frustrated Buffalonians for years..." is going to be
resolved by expanding the Peace Bridge truck plaza? Sure smells like more Buffalo News editorial board cheerleading, so why isn't it parked on the
Viewpoints page? For many Buffalonians--especially those who live on the West Side downwind and within earshot and sight of the plaza--the most
frustrating aspect of this project is its constant resuscitation, including the cheap political shell games intended to make an end-run around the
findings of one of the most exhaustive environmental review processes ever undertaken for a project in Western New York. Building anew or
expanding the existing truck plaza has been the single biggest issue keeping this project at bay--and for good cause: No one has ever articulated a
sound argument for idling diesel trucks as the engine of Buffalo's economic future. Yet, the goal is to ignore the impacts outlined in the NEPA EIS and
find a way, any way, to park as many of them as possible in a historic Buffalo neighborhood.

CHARLES CROKER, HAMBURG, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 10:38 AM

Am with Louis move the homes I live in the area there are plenty of empty lots in the area. Next to my home there are two empty lots perfect for a
good size home. And the city owns them and many others. It would get them back on the tax rolls THINK guys just don't spend $20.000 to tare down
when you could spend $15.000 to move.

ROLF HUTH, BUFFALO, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 10:11 AM
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What sale? The Church Home has $14.5 Million dollars in leins against it. The bridge authority now 'owns' $8 Million of those leins. Please correct me
if I'm wrong, but the remaining leins need to be satisfied before the property can even be purchased. And what do you mean by "...the city's transfer
earlier this month of the Busti Homes to the Peace Bridge Authority fro demolition."? Those properties have been owned by the bridge authority for
almost TWO DECADES! And the city has been powerless in getting the authority to comply with housing code regulations relative to their derelict
ownership of the properties. Mark Sommer, you know better than this, don't you. These are all LIES! On a personal note: the entire rear interior of my
home is covered with a fine brown substance blown from the mounds of unmanaged dirt standing in the yards behind the Busti Avenue properties.
GOOD WORK, GUYS!

PETERJOE CERTO, BUFFALO, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 08:30 AM

Pick up the church and the houses and relocate them. It's not rocket science. If they can't afford to move all eight houses, then pick one or two. Or,
failing that, construct detailed architectural drawings of each of the eight houses, and the church, and video tape the structures as well. The houses
could be rebuilt somewhere on a vacant lot at some other time. We ought to preserve our heritage as much as possible, but part of our heritage
includes being a strong and vibrant economic community. In early 1900's Buffalo had more millionaires than New York City. That's why we have all
the mansions built on Delaware. We can preserve our architectural heritage and make progress at the same time if and only if we take advantage of all
the wonder architects and other people in this city who are known for restoring older houses. Move the eight houses to another location or just move
one house. Take many detailed pictures, and videos of the property and make accurate architectural drawings so that the houses can be reproduced or
relocated. Do the same with the church. The old churches in Buffalo are fascinating, and a tribute to the hard working immigrants who landed in this
city and built a better life for themselves and their children. In the early 1900's Buffalo was a mecca of progress. We had great business leaders and
hard working citizens who wanted Buffalo to move forward at all costs so that they are their children would have a better life. Let's re-capture that
spirit again in 2012!

LOUIS CIOLA, SNYDER, NY on Sat Aug 25, 2012 at 08:26 AM

Move into this neighborhood and tell me an expanded plaza or a new bridge is a good idea. Turn off the caps lock, John. It makes you sound like an
idiot. I love how 'progress' gets thrown around on this site. Tell me, by what measure will a demolished Wilkeson house and an expanded plaza and
government gift to DFA accomplish?

LOU BORDONARO, BUFFALO, NY on Fri Aug 24, 2012 at 09:55 PM

is the church going to be moved?

MELODY KAZMIERCZAK, BUFFALO, NY on Fri Aug 24, 2012 at 09:45 PM

you have a good idea there, Louis Ciola ... but instead of moving them out to the country where they would be out of place ... there are a lot of streets in
Buffalo that have vacant lots onto which those houses would fit very nicely.

NINA KIRKLAND, BUFFALO, NY on Fri Aug 24, 2012 at 09:29 PM

Take the eight houses and physically move them to another location. There is plenty of room out in the country where they be properly preserved. The
Buffalo area needs progress and we need it now. The new Peace Bridge is the right thing to do. The traffic on the bridge now is horrific and does
nothing but discourage people who want to come to Buffalo and spend their money!

LOUIS CIOLA, SNYDER, NY on Fri Aug 24, 2012 at 07:31 PM
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51 Allegany St

$54,900
3 bed, 1.0 bath, 1,008 sqft
Single Family Residential

Own your home for less than you are
paying in rent.Easy living in this ...

Read More Details »

Latest real estate listings in West Side, NY

$54,900 - 51 Allegany St. 1,008 sqft, 3 bed, 1.0 bath

$34,900 - 57 Jones St. 1,497 sqft, 4 bed, 1.0 bath

$49 900 106 W i St t 1 498 ft 4 b d 1 0 b
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